
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

February 1, 2016 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall – Small conference room 

Called to order:  6:30 P.M. 

Present:  Commission members Jim Benson, Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Dorna Bevis 

and Jon Ames II 

Absent:  Commission member Chris Newman 

Quorum met with six of seven members present 

The members reviewed the minutes of the January 11, 2016 meeting and Tom noticed one spelling 

error.  Joan moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Jon seconded and the motion passed 

unanimously. 

On new business Jim reported that Chris Newman notified Muriel Andresen, the next qualified recipient 

of the Boston Post Cane, but has not heard back. 

Bob updated the fire barn project.  He listed the dimension of the building and said he spoke with 

Building Inspector Steve Solari.  Bob said that the Historical Commission would not need a permit for 

anticipated work, but an updated electrical inspection will be required, discussion than focused on how 

to proceed. 

At 6:45 P.M. Selectmen Jerry Lawrence entered the room.  

Bob updated Jerry on our discussion on what to do next on the fire barn/town museum and asked for 

Jerry’s input and if the Historical Commission should go through Municipal Building Needs.  Jerry 

answered no on approaching the Municipal Building Needs.  Jerry did recommend contacting 

Southeastern Regional Vocational Technical High School for any labor free construction needs.  Jerry 

also recommended contacting the fire department to test the building’s smoke alarm and at the same 

time ask about removing ladders currently stored in the building.   He also suggested contacting Chris 

Iannitelli to coordinate getting rid of junk currently stored in the building. 

At 7:05 P.M. Selectmen Lawrence left the room. 

Jim had nothing to update on the Pleasant Hill Cemetery. 
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Under new business the members discussed the recent resignation of the President of the Old 

Bridgewater Historical Society (OBHS) and how it might affect the West Bridgewater Historical 

Commission. 

Jim then notified the members that a lot on South Street adjacent to the Old Graveyard is up for 

purchase and is being taken out of Chapter 61A by Mrs. Marion Gibson (map 46 lot 062 South Street).  

Jim thought this property could be turned into a small parking area and heritage site for those wishing 

to safely access the graveyard.  Jim had drafted a letter to the Board of Selectmen requesting placing an 

article on the warrant at the Special Town Meeting on February 25, 2016 for an option for the town to 

purchase the lot in question.  Jim then read the letter.  After discussion Jon moved to send the letter to 

the Board of Selectmen, Joan seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  Jim said he would deliver 

the letter to the Board of Selectmen. 

Jim asked if there was any more new business.  Joan answered that the treasurer’s report was not 

included in the agenda.  She stated the following:  $484.27 remaining in the operating budget, $4,306.57 

in the Town Museum Donation account and $0.00 in the Drury Bell Donation account. 

Hearing no more new business, Tom moved to adjourn, Dorna seconded and the motion to adjourn 

passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 P.M. 

Due to members travel plans the next meeting is rescheduled for Monday, March 14, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. 

in one of the Town Hall Conference Rooms. 

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew 

 

 

 

 

 


